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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

ACTION SUMMARY 
 

July 6, 2021 COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Called to Order at 6:00 PM 
Minutes Approved on March 15, 2022 

 

Commission Members Present:  Larry Giannone (Chair), Albert Behr, Bob Olander, Edward 
Rodriguez, Karol Curtis, Morgan Kostolefsky, Patrick Jones, Tim Hughes, Emma Ramirez 

Commission Members Absent:  
 
City Representatives: Mayor Emmett Badar, Councilmember Ryan Vienna, City Manager Chris 
Constantin, Captain Walid Ashrafnia, Sgt Rob Long 
 

CONSENT ITEMS COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Sean Cazares – Reported that at the last City 

Council meeting, the City Council voted 5-0 
to direct the drafting of a no confidence 
resolution against District Attorney George 
Gascon’s due to his negative policies related 
to public safety. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
3.1 Introduction of the City Manager Chris 

Constantin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.2 Introduction of Captain Walid 
Ashrafnia, LASD San Dimas Station 

 
 

 
3.3 Reports/Comments from City Council 

Liaison Ryan Vienna 
 
 
 
 
 

City Manager Constantin introduced himself 
and he introduced the “my San Dimas” 
service request application.  The application 
would allow residents to report issues 
throughout the community directly to the City 
and the appropriate City employee would be 
able to respond. 
 
Captain Ashrafnia introduced himself.  
Ashrafnia introduced Sgt. Rob Long who 
leads the Community Action Team and 
oversees the School Resource Officer. 
 
Councilmember Vienna reported the changes 
in City Council liaisons.  Councilmember 
Eric Weber is now the liaison to the 
Equestrian Commission and the Mayor and 
Councilmember Vienna are the liaisons to the 
public safety commission. 
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3.4 Community Update from Captain 
Walid Ashrafnia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5 Update on City’s Emergency 

Operations Plan 
 
 
 

3.6 Update on Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) 

 
 
 
 
 
3.7 Introduction of “my San Dimas” 

Service Request Application 
 

Sgt Long provided an update where residents 
can obtain crime statistics information from 
the LASD.org website.  Captain Ashrafnia 
and Sgt. Long went through the extensive 
level of detail offered through the website. 
 
Captain Ashrafnia shared details about how 
response times are classified – emergent, 
priority, and routine calls.  Response time 
goals for these calls are 10 minutes for 
emergent calls, 20 minutes for priority calls, 
and 60 minutes for routine calls.   Actual 
numbers for San Dimas recently were very 
good including about 3.4 minutes for 
emergent calls, an average of 5-6 minutes for 
priority calls, and an average of 20 minutes 
for routine calls.  The City Manager monitors 
response times on a weekly basis and inquires 
when times appear to spike. 
 
Captain Ashrafnia talked about several areas 
that impact public safety – lack of DA 
prosecution, proactive deputy activity, 
engaging the community through numerous 
meetings.  Deputies were starting to be fitted 
with body worn cameras, and it will take 
approximately 30-45 days to have all deputies 
trained and outfitted with cameras. 
 
Captain Ashrafnia updated the commission on 
the deployment of Flock license plate reader 
cameras at strategic entrance points to the 
City.  
 
City Manager Constantin updated the 
commission on the status of the emergency 
operations plan.  City has developed a new 
draft emergency operations plan. 
 
Chair Giannone updated the commission 
about CERT.  The City Council approved a 
resolution formalizing CERT as being part of 
the City and allocated funding to support 
CERT activities. 
 
 
Update was giving under Item 3.1. 
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3.8 Revised Roles and Future Tasks of the 
Public Safety Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.9 Confirm Commissioners Wishing 
Reappointments 
 
 
 
 

3.10 Verify Contact Information for 
Commissioners 

City Manager Constantin updated the 
commission on the major review of the 
Boards, Commissions, and Committee 
Handbook.  Constantin updated 
commissioners on requirements for training in 
ethics, sexual harassment, and the Brown Act.   
 
The Council also clarified the scope of 
commissions to reflect that anything that is 
reasonably within the topic areas of the 
commission (i.e. a nexus to public safety can 
be reasonably made) can be apart of the 
commission discussions.  The intent was to 
ensure commissions can be valuable assets to 
advising the City Council.  City Manager 
Constantin updated the commission on 
Rosenberg’s rules for running a meeting.  
Constantin also updated the commission on 
various other sections of the boards, 
commissions, and committee handbook. 
 
Chair Giannone asked if the regular meeting 
in September can be moved to August 31st as 
there are many commissioners that have 
scheduling conflicts.  The commission agreed. 
 
Chair Giannone requested confirmation by 
those members wishing to be reappointed.  
Commissioners Beyr, Hughes, Morgan, 
Olander, Rodriguez, and Ramirez related they 
want to continue with reappointments. 
 
Chair Giannone requested that commissioners 
provide any changes to their contact 
information in order to correct the City roster 
for communications. 

REPORTS COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
Commission, Council, and Staff Liaison Reports 
 

Commissioner Curtis related concerns about 
homeless individuals causing nuisances.  
Curtis wants deputies to get out of the car to 
engage these individuals.  Sgt. Long provided 
details about the number of homeless 
individuals identified in the community.  
Long also related how the LASD, with Union 
Station, were able to place two homeless 
individuals into housing.   

 

Adjourned at 7:08pm. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 

ACTION SUMMARY 

 

August 31, 2021 COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Called to Order at 5:30 PM 

 

Commission Members Present:  Larry Giannone (Chair), Bob Olander, Edward Rodriguez, 

Karol Curtis, Morgan Kostolefsky, Patrick Jones, Tim Hughes 

Commission Members Absent: Albert Behr, Emma Ramirez 

 

City Representatives: Mayor Emmett Badar, Councilmember Ryan Vienna, City Manager Chris 

Constantin, Captain Walid Ashrafnia, Sgt Rob Long 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

Sean Cazares – Recommended that the 

Commission strengthen existing enforcement 

measures instead of banning the sale of 

flavored tobacco. 

 

Business Items COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 Discussion Regarding Very High Fire 

Risk Zones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Manager Constantin presented 

information regarding the Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors motion passed 

on August 10, 2021 that would ban homeless 

encampments in very high fire hazard severity 

zones by prohibiting encampments from 

forming in unincorporated areas. 

 

The Commission discussed creating a similar 

restriction in City very high fire risk areas 

which include the Via Verde and Terrebonne 

areas.  Commission supports mirroring 

language from the County to prohibit 

homeless encampments in Very High Fire 

Zones, and to restrict any other unimproved 

area from camping, smoking, use of 

flammable material but exempting the 

restriction for use of fire sources on private 

properties (i.e., BBQ, smoking in one's own 

backyard, etc.) 
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3.2 Crime Statistic January 2021 thru July 

2021 

 

 

 

3.3 Discussion regarding the Banning Sale 

of Flavored Tobacco 

Captain Ashrafnia presented information 

related to crime statistics from January 2021 

through July 2021.  Commission appreciated 

the level of detail presented in the agenda and 

desired continued reporting of crime statistics.   

City Manager Constantin presented 

information related to banning sale of 

flavored tobacco.  The City of La Verne and 

dozens of other cities acted to ban the sale of 

flavored tobacco and the question before the 

commission is whether to do so in San Dimas. 

 

Commission was split on whether to 

recommend to ban or continue to allow the 

sale of flavored tobacco. In summary, the 

discussion center around the appropriateness 

of constraining businesses with restricting an 

activity that has no redeeming value.  

Discussion included the benefits and 

alternatives offered to managed the negative 

effects of the sale of flavored tobacco, which 

would not require an outright ban, but rather 

enforcement of existing laws.   

Reports COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
Commission, Council, and Staff Liaison Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners reported that traffic and 

violations around Lone Hill and the high 

school is out of control around 3:30pm.  

Traffic is parking in no parking zones and 

bike lanes are blocked due to double parking.  

Commissioners related common frustrations 

with the traffic situation. 

 

Mayor Bader and Councilmember Vienna 

related appreciation for information being 

presented to the commission and the 

engagement the commission is having on 

important public safety items. 

 

Councilmember Vienna reported that Costco 

traffic around the gas station is horrible and 

needs to be addressed.  City staff are working 

with Costco to alleviate the problem. 

 

Mayor Badar updated the commission on the 

City efforts to work with Raging Waters to 

alleviate the significant traffic issues in the 

Via Verde area.  With the help of deputies 

being paid for by Raging Waters, traffic has 
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improved from the nightmare conditions 

when the park opened.     

 

Commissioner Giannone indicated that this 

meeting was a special meeting, but that the 

meetings will move back to the regular 

schedule. 

 

Adjourned at 7:56pm 
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